
BIDDING IT ON YOUR OWN 

             

East passes and what do you open? 

 

      
 

To your 18 HCP you can add 3 length points for  6 and 5 card suits.  You get 

another 2 points for the two quality suits (4+ card suits with 3 honors.)  You 

could open 2♣ but your two suits are minors and using the 2♣ strong artificial 

opening often leads to awkward auctions.  The biggest problem is that 

partner is liable to respond 2♦, your best suit.  You want to be the declarer 

with this hand. I like to open these hands 1♦ and then jump to show my 

strength after partner responds.  

 

West doubles for takeout, partner passes and East jumps to 2♠.  You can 

now show your second suit, rebidding 3♣.  West raises his major suit to 3♠ 

which is passed around to you.  What do you do now? 

 

Yes, you are vulnerable and they stopped in part score.  This argues for your 

giving up to the opponents.  However, your void in their suit, your good 

second club suit and your super-duper diamond suit might convince you to 

take one more bid.  I would.  Your 4♦ bid is passed around to East, who 

doubles for penalty.  

 

West leads the ♠A and you see this dummy. 
 

     



 West leads ♠A 

     

This dummy is bad, but it could be worse.  At least North holds 3 diamonds. 

What are your prospects for taking 10 tricks? 

You have 6 diamonds and the ♣A for seven tricks off the top.  Perhaps the 

heart finesse will work, but for the other two tricks you must either ruff two 

clubs in the dummy or set up the 5th club in your hand. 

You will ruff the ♠A lead but you cannot afford to pull trump until you have set 

up the clubs for a ruff. Play the ♣A and another club, won by East.  He should 

return a small trump, but in actuality he led another spade, trying to tap you 

out of diamonds. 

You are happy and win in your hand.  You can now lead a club up to the 

dummy.  Make sure you ruff with the ♦9, not the ♦3.  It is only the ♦10 that 

is outstanding and can beat your other diamonds.  East started with 2 clubs 

as well, and over-ruffs with the ♦10.  Now he leads a trump and you win in 

your hand and successfully ruff the club with dummy’s ♦8.  Now lead a heart 

to your hand and hold your breath.  The ♥K holds and all the opponent’s clubs 

are used up.  You can pull the last trump and take the good club, making your 

4♦ doubled contract. 

This is the entire deal:   

                                                                                                                                                                                                

              

             



Notice that if West had led a diamond initially and kept leading diamonds each 

time they got in the lead, they could have held you to 9 tricks. 

You can see how this hand should be played by clicking on this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/ybzqgn45 , or copy and paste it into your browser. Click on the 

“Next” button on the bottom to advance through each trick. Alternatively, by 

clicking on “Play” you can play all four hands and see if you can make the 

hand on your own.                                           
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